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ABSTRACTS OF ADDRESSES DELIVERED AT 
SOME OF THE ANNIVERSARY MEETINGS IN 
LONDON. — 


Heathen liberality a Reproach te Christians. 


Large sums of money are necessary to carry 
Missionary Plaus into full efect; but the Heathen 
still outdo us in religious liberality. In China, 
dvamatic exhibitions are one of the modes hy 
which they honour their gods; and even for this 
small part of their superstition, in eighteen Provin- 
ces, not less than 260 millions of dollars are expen- 
ded annually on these religious plays: and, in ad- 
dition to this, we may take into the account the 
immense number of their idols; for every temple 
has many idols; and every street, every shop, and 
every house, has an idol; and to these, incense 
must be offered every morving and evening, for 
which the people willingly pay. 

Rev. Dr. Morrison—at the Wesleyan nn. 
<Ippropriate Qualifications and Preparation of 
Hissicnaries. 


Itiias jong been felt, by the Committee of this 
peas 4 to be essential to its welfare and efficien- 

, that some more satisfactory means should be 
adopted for the education of the Missionaries, 
whom it sends te the various quarters of the alobe. 
And it is impossible that the public in general 
should not have more cordially concurred in this 
feeling, but for one cause—I miean the low and 
inadequate os which too commonly pre- 
rail, as to the character and qualifications of a 
‘haristian Missionary, 


Let it be conside:ed, for a moment, what is jag’ Sar B ge 
i nairher eficiency. But, here again, how can this 


quired of a missionary of the Gospel. 

And here I am not about to insist on the some- 
what romantic notion, that the missionary should 
start on his arduous career without purse, or scrip, 
or coat—without, in Short, any of the cominon ne 
cessaries or comforts of life. No argument, as yet 
produced, has convinced me, that the injunctions 
of our Lord on this subject were designed to ex- 
tend beyond the moment, when the possessions of 
muiraculous powers rendered all other gifts and 
powers superfluous. Tet not, therefore, the twen- 
ty missionaries, whol believe at this moment oc- 
cupy the galleries above us, imagine that we mean 
to starve them into able ministers of the Gospel, 
or compel them to expect from Providence what 
may be supplied by our own kindness and liberali- 
ty. They shall have all the reasonable comforts 
which we are able togive them. They shall have 


moreover, our tenderest gratitude and affection. 
Our warmest prayers and wishes shall accompany 
thein, whether they tread the snows of one hemis- 


esr Reeser ate IO 


while we have no intention of requiring from them 
all that might have been justly required in an age 
of miracle, it is essential to set high the standard 
of missionary qualifications. 

In the first place, the misssionary must be a man 
of considerable bodily endowments. He must be 
able to climb mountains, and penetrate forests— 
to encounter the beams of the day and the frosts 
of the night. Be the qualities of his mind what 
they may, the setting of bis jewel must be firm, ot 
he will be of little value to us. But how are we to 
ascertain the constitutional strength and bodily 
capacities of any person to be employed, except by 
long and careful inspection? And how can this 
inspection be carried on, unless he be brought in 
some measure under the eye of the Committee, 
or of individuals appointed for that purpose ? 

Bat if the body of the missionary ought to be 
cast in no commen mould, how truly may the same 
thing be affirmed of hismind! Certain individu- 
als, whose hearts appear to be soundef than their 
heads, have been disposed to consider every de- 
mand for knowledge or intelligence in a mission- 
ary, asan encroachment on the doctrine of spirit- 
ual influence; as though folly and piety were 
opens terms, and the light of human knowledge 
had a natural and necessary tendency to exclude 
the better light from above! But the histories of 
Swartz and of Martyn are the best answers to 
such objectors. Human knowledge is not to su 
persede that which is Divine. Learning i is not pi- 
ety, but it is one of its best handmaids}; and he, 
who would banish it from the train of religion, 
would, in proportion, weaken her hands and im- 


Society be responsible for the capacity and intel- 
ligence of its agents, if these ageuts are not brought 
under its scrutiny ? 

In the next place, it is essential that the mis- 
sionary possess, in a high degree, the quality 
which I may term hardiness. He must be a man 
able to sleep roughly—to live hardly—and espe- 
cially so to subjugate all earthly attachments, as 
to be able to subsist without a thousand of those 
domestic pleasures, which are a part of the life’s 
blood of men of a softer nature. He must be able 
to abandon father, and mother, and brother, and 
sister, and perhaps the friend of-his heart—to snap 
the bonds, which bind him tothe white rocks and 
verdant valleys of his country ; and to set out as 
a solitary wanderer over the rough surface of the 
pilgrimage of life. Now here is a quality, of 
whose existence it is possible to judge, only by the 
closest inspection. 

But there is one more qualification of the Chris- 
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brought into comparison: I mean that of genuine, 
heartfelt, devoted, affectionate rexicion. If he, 
be not aman of God—* « man of One Book”—a 
man who lives for eternity, who has the mind of 
Christ, who has such deep and overwhelming 
views of the infinite value of a human soul as to 
be ready to labour and suffer, to live and to die, at 
the bidding of his Lord—all his other qualifica- 
tions are as the dust of the balance; and let him 
retire from his office, as one who will only pollute 
the ark of which he professes to be the defender. 
But how are we to judge of his religious charac- 
ter, if we are allowed to see him only at a distance 
—or through the eyes of another—perhaps through 
the distorting medium of partiality on the one 
hand or of jealousy onthe other? With the view 
then of discovering this all important qualification 
where it is, and cultivating it where it is not, it is 
desirable that our missionary candidates should no 
longer be cast upon a desultory system of educa- 
tion, but brought under the rigid scrutiny and ha- 
bitual training of experienced friends and accred. 
ited teachers. 

But I must be pardoned, if I step aside for a 
moment from the direct course laid down for me 
by the Motion, and tell this Assembly with what 
shame and regret I heard in the Report, that one 
thousand pounds had been borrowed from the 
General Missionary Fund—from the fund hither- 
to set apart for the direct conversion of the hea- 
then in all the dark corners of the earth—to aid the 
necessary plans for this incipient Institution at 


home. Surely, that Fund was already appropria 
ted! That fund is the private property of idola- 
ters! That Fund is the property of men, who, if 


seas and mountains preclude them from demanding 
it at our hands in this world, willdemand it in the 
General Resurrection at the Great day. I, there- 
fore, for one, must deprecate the drawing froim 
that Genera] Fund even for such a domestic pur- 
pose. The reproach of having dcne so must be 
wiped away. It must not be said, that the ser- 
vants of the Lord were niggards in the great cause 
—that they stinted one part ofthe world to feed 
another—that they took from the great Bank of 
general benevolence a suin which could ill be 
spared, to throw together a little brick and mor- 
tar for the construction of a House in the immedi- 
ate vicinity of the City, where more than a million 
of souls profess to adure and to love the High and 
Lofty One that inhabiteth Eternity. 

I always covet a practical termination to every 
argument ; and, having you here collected around 
the altar of the Society, I cannot part with this As- 
sembly without asking for a pledge, that this mis- 
sionary institution shall henceforward enjoy your 
cordial support—that it shall no longer be com- 

elled to limit itself to the education of tweaty 
instead of fifty missionaries—but that you will en- 
deavour to give it as wide an extension, asthe wants 


and miseries of human kind. 
[ Rev. J. Ws Cunningham—at the Church Mis. Ann. 


Reflections on the arrival of the Bible Society at its 
Twenty-first /inniversary. 


Tie Members of the Society would do well to 
signalize and celebrate their Twenty-first Anni- 
versary—the period at which their Society came 
of age—by fresh exertion, and a larger distribution 
of their bounty. On such an occasion as that of 


Abstracts of Addresses, §c. 





a young heir’s attaining his majority, the voice of 


[Ocr. 


congratulation might not be improper. I hope 
the Institution, which has displayed a childhood 
of promise, and a youth of performance only not 
miraculous, will proceed in its maturity with 
achievements which will throw its former actions 
into the shade. 

I should be unwilling to pursue the allusion too 
long or too fancifully ; but, perhaps, I may be per- 
mitted to say, that when a young heir arrives at 
his possessions, the first and general ivquiry is, 
“how has he qualified himself to enjoy them ?— 
Has he acquired the necessary knowledge by 
means of books at home, or travels abroad ?’— 
Now it happens, that the heir, whose birth day we 
are at this moment celebra:ing, bas been pecul- 
iarly distinguished by his acquaintance with both 
those channels of information. 

The Report of this day proves that he possesses 
an immense collection of books—a vast Library, 
in a great variety of languages; some of them, to 
be sure, very strange ones. But one remarkable 
circumstance is, that this great collection consists 
all ofone Book. This has been made a reproach 
to him by some, who, like Erasmus, considered 
no man so dangerous as the Man of One Book— 
homo unius librt. In fact, some find fault with 
him because he has confined his atteution to one 
book, while others seem to think that one book to 
be one too many. His answer to such objections 
is this—that ONF BOOK is the ONLY BOOoK—the 
book, in the unloosing of whose seals the hosts of 
heaven take an eager interest—the book, which 
will live when all books of mortal authorship are 
consumed; nay, when the great book of heaven 
itself shall be rolled up like a useless scroll. 

But our Heir is not only a great book-collector, 
but a great traveller. Some complain that he 
travels too much, and others that he travels too 
litle. Some exclaim that he is grown half a 
foreigner, and should reside more on his paternal 
domain; and others that the best thing he can do 
is to keep abroad! To those who would banish 
him, he replies, that he cannot entirely separate 
himself from his patrimonial possessions, and the 
country which has made him what he is. On the 
other hand, to those who feel disposed to coop him 
up within the limits of the narrow seas, he points 
out the immense fields already white unto the har- 
vest, and the wilderness, and the solitary place, 
which demanded the labour, not of the reaper, but 
of the tiller. 

I wish to advert to one more topic before I con- 
clude. It is difficult to live twenty-one vears in 
the world without experiencing the vicissitudes 
Which chequer the scene of earthly existence.— 
Our young Heir is this day deprived of the pleas- 
ure and privilege of seeing many of his early 
friends. Some ofthem he has outlived ; and oth- 
ers are unable, from sickness and other casualties, 
to attend this celebration of his birth-day. The 
topic is one full of solemnity. I trust it will am- 
mate us with zeal, and soften us into charity. 

[Robert Grant, Esq.---at the Bible Soc. Ann. 


Illustration of the Power of the Gospel in civili- 
zing the Heathen. 


Let us suppose a benevolent man, of an ardent 
mind, revolving the means by which he might 
most benefit the human race, with a vast and un- 
cultivated country before him, and the tribes in- 
habiting it in the rudest and most savage state. 
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Let us suppose for instance, that he saw North 
America, as first discovered. He would behold 
almost impervious forests—extensive swainps, gen- 
erating fevers and agues—vast Jakes enchained in 
ice half the year---and thinly scattered bands of 
miserable savages, knowing nothing but how to 
destroy one another, and eagerly intent on this 
mutual murder by torture and the flames, Then 
jet another picture pass before his aching eyes, 
and let him see immense tracts of that country 
covered with the richest cultivation---thickly in- 
habited by a civilized nation, employed success 
fully in commerce and the arts—its rivers fertili- 
zing the soil, and calling forth a luxuriant veget- 
ation to adern their banks. Hie would, at ounce, 
ask what time had been found necessary for this 
wonderful transfermation ; and he would be told, 
“ from 200 to 300 years.” He would shrink back 
in painful disappointment, from the idea of en- 
deavouring to benefit man under circumstances 
sintdar to those in which this country first present- 
ed its original inhabitants to his view. 

Let us next suppose Western and Central Af- 
rica to be offeredto his notice. He wouid have iw 
his view there, a terrific multitude of the worst 
evils of life. Sinall tribes in a state of continual 
war, and devoting their captives to slivery—idola- 
ters, plunged in foul and ideotical superstitions 
and immorality—in some places, nuinbers butch- 
ered at a time, in orderto water, as it is phrased, 
the tombs of their princes with their blood: lhe 
should then see, to complete the wretched picture, 
tei thousands landed on the coast—miserable vic 
tims, rescued, on other parts of the coast, by men 
of another colour from what would have been in- 
terminable slavery, but so exhausted by injuries 
and disease, that they can hardly stagger along 
the shove, or breathe the free air to which they 
are restored. Suppose this painful vision to pass 
from his sight; and that he beholds, on the very 
sane coast, a sable race, of the same physica! 
character and appearance, as that which he had 
seen in circumstances of such utter wretchedness, 
but inhabiting well-built and well furnished cot- 
tages—villages abounding ina well-clothed popn- 
jation, orderly and obedient to the laws-—the fre 
quent Christian Church, with its spine rising to the 
sky; and hundreds pouring into it with the spirtt 
ef eager devotion—lhundrecs even approaching to 
the Sacred Table to partake of the Supper of our 
Lord---the highest charity, great industry, well 
cultivated fields, which afford even a surplus pro- 
duce, devoted i part to the support of Missionary 
exertions in oiler regions of the earth---and, eve- 
ry where, the name of Christ honoured, and hi- 
precepts obeyed. If he should be told that this ts 
the very samme couutry, on whose shores he had 
seen these rescued captives landed, he would again 
exclaim, “ Alas! here again there is nothing for 
me to do; for such a work as this, surely from two 
to three centuries must have been required.” But 
whatisthe reply? Let such a man turn to our 
noble President; and let him bear the answer 
Which his lordship would give him---“ These men, 
whom you last beheld, are the rescued captives, 
whom you saw landed on the shore; and the hap- 
py scene which you have contemplated has been 
produced, in a very few years, by means, wonder- 
ful indeed, and incomprehensible to all but the 
Christian.” This astonishing change has been 
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alone ; and must appear, tothose who knew not 
the power which true religion exercises over the 
heart, as a work of magicor delusion. But it is 
our especial duty to render grateful thanks, to Al- 
mighty God, for having vouchsafed to make this 
Society, in a great measure, His instrument in 
bringing this extraordinary work to its present 
stage of encouraging success. 
[Sir G. H. Rose---at the Church Mission Ann. 


HINDOO SUPERSTITIONS. 


At the Annual Meeting of the Dublin Auxilia- 
ry to the London Missionary Society, held in Dub- 
lin on the 19th July, the Rev. Mr. Reeve, Mis- 
sionary frown Ballary, in India, related the follow- 
ing Curious circumstance connected with the reli- 
gious notions of the Hindoos, 

“The Hindoos, (he observed,) differed in their 
moral character from other people; they consider- 
ed all animals as God’s creatures, and looked on 
those persons who eat of the flesh of animals as 
cannibals. They know no difference between the 
spirtt of a brute which goeth downwards, and the 
spiritofman which goeth upwards. They consid- 
er the sun and moun to be heroes, and they think 
thunder isthe grumbling of the Gods, ‘They have 
thirty millions of idols, and their idols are exposed 
for sale in the public streets. You will see in the 
market-place baskets of fruits and baskets of Gods 
alike exposed for sale. Thetime the Hindoos de- 
vote to the adoration of their idols ought to make 
Christians blush for themselves. Some of their 
processions hold from five o’clock in the afternoon, 
until three o’clock the next morning, and there 
arc frequentivy twenty thousand persons in those 
processions, carrying their idols, with dancing and 
sungs, from sireet to street.—They also go to con- 
sidcrable expense, and a Hindoo temple frequeat- 
ly receives ollerings which amount in value to the 
sum of £20,000 yearly. Such are their errors, 
that many of them impale themselves alive on 
spikes, drown themselves in rivers, and bury them- 
selves alive. It is nat an uncommon thing fer an 
Hindoo to :una knife through his tongue, which 
he lets hang out of his mouth with the knife stick- 
ing init. "hey sometimes roast themselves be- 
lore a large fire, or carry fire on their bare heads; - 
and these extraordinary acts they commit for the 
purpose of appeasing the anger of some of their 
Gods, which they had themselves made. It ap- 
pears by a calculation that has been made, that in 
every four hours a Hindoo woman is burned. A 
Prince of the Hindoo tribe who died lately in In- 
dia, had eighteen wives, and they were all burned 
on the dead body of the Prince, together with the 
child of one of thew. The Hindoos had Gods for 
every kind of vice; thus, those who live by plunder 
had a God who would sanction it. One of their 
Gods who sanction stealing was represented wit’ 
a pound of butter in one hand, and a pot of miik in 
the other. Another of their Gods was represented 
as a monkey, and another as half bird and half 
man. 

[Here the Rev. Gentleman exhibited some spe- 
cimeas of the Idols of the Hindoos ; they resemble 
very small wooden toys !} 

A Hindoo once mentianed to the Rev. Speaker, 
that he récollected perfectly well when he (the 
Hindoo) was an old cow, and that he even remem- 
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bered the marks he had in his ear. He said that 
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he gave good milk when he was a cow, and that 
that was the reason of his being changed into a 
man. 
the conversion of a Native Hindoo woman, who 


was by trade a weaver : and also the conversion of 


the father, sister, and mother of this woman, who 
alt subsequently, became holy followers of Christ. 
He also mentioned the fact of a gentleman who is 
resident there, expending the entire of his income, 
which istwo hundred pounds a month, in forward- 
ing the object of the Missionary Soeiety, in estab- 
lishing and supporting native schools, and having 
preachers appointed in the different prisons. 


JEMMY SCOTT. 


To a serious mind there are few things more 
rateful, than to reflect upon the death of a real 
‘hristian. We behold with no common pleasure 

the first awakening and conversion of a fellow- 
creature. We partake of the angels’ joy, when a 
sinner repenteth. But alas! he weeps his way in- 
to the new world of grace for which he is born ; 
and we may well rejoice over him with trembling ; 
for what dangers beset his path! what fears and 
alarms await him! The Canaanite is still in the 
land, and will not cease to vex him. The promis- 
es of God are indeed the anchor of his soul, sure 
and stedfast; but though safe with this anchor, we 
see him tossed about on the stormy ocean of life, 
ever exposed to fightings without and fears within. 

These mingled feelings, huwever, cease when 
the believer dies. Then, there is one unbroken 
flow of hearty thanks to God, who hath delivered 
our brother out of the miseries of this sinful world : 
and we love to think of his bliss in the realins 
above. 

And how are these feelings of joy heightened, 
when a minister is enabled to regard the deceased 
as his own son in the Gospel! 

These reflections suggest themselves on the re- 
cent death of a young man; and [am led to record 
some particulars of him here, because they have 
given a blessed proof, amongst many others, we 
trust, that we do not follow cunningly devised fa- 
bles, when we make Known the power and coming 
of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

A large building which was going forward in my 
parish, in the year 1815, brought many workmen 
to the place ; and among the rest, young Jemmy 
Scott. He came fiom his native country, Scot- 
laud, without being bettered by the great advan- 
tages of religious education, with which it so hap 
pily abounds. He had come wild, and gay, and 
careless about his soul ; and indeed the days spent 
in his own country, were days on which he could 
scarcely bear to think. But a kind providence 
led him to our ehurch. And there the word of 
God found him out. Quick, and powerful, and 
sharper than any two-edged sword, it pierced into 
his soul, d’sclosed the hidden evils of the heart; 
slew his misplaced hopes; and drave him to the 
Saviour. And then there wasa new man. His 


conversation was then as becometh the Gospel of 


Christ. Never, either on the Sunday morning o: 
afternoon, or at the weekly lecture, was he want- 
ing at his seat in the chuich. Family prayer was 
forthwith established ; and often have [ heard fiom 
those who happened to Le present, of the fervour 
and simplicity with which he made his requests 
kuown unto God. 


Scotl. 


The Rev. Gentleman instanced the case of 
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During the few years he staid in the parish, his 
conduct was altogether-that of the humble and 
devout Christian. And after his removal to Lan- 
caster in consequence of the failure of work with 
us, I not only was gladdened with an annual sight 
of him in the Bible and Missionary Meetings 
which [ attended; but I heard from those on the 
spot, that he steadily pursued bis Christian course. 

One Sunday morning in the spring of 1824, a 
man Called to tell me, on his way to church, that 
poor Jemmy had come to his house very ill, to try 
what country air could do for him; and that he 
wished to see me. Never shall I forget the first 
interview. He was lying in bed, the picture of 
death: his fine colour fled; his cheeks sunk ; and 
nothing left of the former man that I bad known, 
save the eye of intelligence and joy, which eveu 
then could sparkle, and illumine bis pallid coun- 
tenance, when a Saviour’s love was the subject of 
his discourse. He told me nothing of his family 
troubles: indeed | never heard him utter a word 
in the way of complaint ; but from the friends he 
was with, Il heard such a tale of woe, as seldom 
meets theear. The July before, his children weie 
all ill at the same time with the scarlet fever. In 
the midst of this, his wife was confined with her 
fifth child. They had scarcely got out of this 
trouble, when poor Jemmy, from getting wet and 
catching cold at his work, was seized with rheu- 
matic fever. This confined him for several weeks: 
and just as returning health seemed to be biessing 
him, he was attacked in February with the illness 
of which he died. The doctors had ordered him 
into the country, as the only chanee for him ; and 
he had left his wife and little fainily behind hit ; 
one child in a deeply afflicted and dying condi- 
tion! All this | heard from the friends, who had 
kindly taken him in. Not a word respecting his 
troubles fell from his own lips: and when I refer- 
red to them, he said with the sweetest smile ; “ Ah, 
Sir, what is all this, compared with the value of 
an interest in Christ 2? There’s my comfort.” 

I bad him removed nearer to my own dwelling ; 
and during the summer and autumn, under the 
plans prescribed by medical men both in London 
and the country, hopes were now and then indul- 
ced of his recovery. Not that he wished it, or 
that we wished it for his sake. His desire was to 
depart ; and we knew that it was far better for him 
todo so; but one could not help having every 
feeling of pity roused for his poor wife and chil- 
dren. As winter advanced, however, he lost the 
little ground he had gained: and growing weaker, 
he begged that he might return to his family, to 
see them a little before he died. Such a natural 
request could not be refused; and he returned— 
but to what a pitiable scene! To behold two of 
his little ones, the eldest, a sweet girl about eight 
years old, andthe youngest but one, suffering griev- 
ously, and to all appearance dying. In one of my 
visits to him after his return, I was deeply affect- 
ed to see the father and two children sitting by the 
fire, all, as far as I could judge, struck with death. 
Poor Jemmy continued to languish till last May ; 
when his happy spirit left the troubles of the flesh, 
and entered into rest. Wheu asked, before he di- 
ed, if he felt comfortable? he replied; “1 am on 
abed of down. The Lord makes all things good 
to those that love him.” He was much in prayer : 
and was heard to say, “Come Lord Jesus! come 
quickly.” The Lord will provide, I doubt not, tor 
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his afflieted widow and children. Heaven will I 
trust soon be the portion of his dear eldest child. 
{ saw her the other day only just alive; and her 
state of mind much pleased me. Oh! the young- 
est children must vot be treated on a death-bed, 
as if they could have no spiritual feeling. They 
have precious souls at stake ; and they are capable 
of religious impressions. She had been much 
affected when her father lay dead in the house; 
and she told me she wished to go to bin, and sive 
thought she should. And when Tf asked her if she 
did not kuow she was a siuner, and unworthy to 
go to heaven ; she owned it, and told me she trust- 
ed in Jesus Christ. Oh! may the whole family 
be brought into the Saviour’s fold, and join poor 
Jemmy in a better world! 
I love, and revere his memory. He coutinued 
in the fellowship of the Gospel from the first day 
until death. His constant exaimple of paticuce, 
submission, gratitude and cheerful piety were made 
a blessing in my ewn parish. He came amongst 
us in his illness, I trust, for good. And several 
experienced Christians in Lancaster, who con- 
stantly visited him, told me, that they never re 
imnember to have seen a mote interesting character. 
May their labours of love towards him be abund- 
antly recompenced to them! And may we all be 
encouraged by this instance to go forward, sowing 
the good seed of the kingdom, and believing that 

in due season we shall reap, if we faint not !* 
[Friendly Visitor. 


DOMESTIC MISSIONARY SOCIETY, 


OF CONNECTICUT. 








At a semi-annual Meeting of the Directors of the 
Domestic Misstonary Society or Con- 
NECTICUT AND 16S vicinity, holden at the 
Vesity of the North Church in New-Haven, 
Seplember 13, 1825 ;— 

Voted, That the Churches and Congregations 
in connexion with the General Association of this 
State, be requested to take up contributions in aid 
of the funds of this Society, on the third or any 
other more convenient Sabbath in October next. 

Voted, That Messieurs Merwin, Hawes, and 
Bacon, be a Committee to prepare a Circular 
i.etter to the Churches and Congregations in be. 
half of this Society. 

A true copy, Attest, 
LEONARD BACON, Secrelary. 
CIRCULAR. 

lO THE CHURCHES AND CONGREGATIONS IN 
CONNECTION WITH THE GENERAL ASSOCI- 
ATION OF CONNECTICUT, THE DIRECTORS 





* A remarkable providence in Jemmy’s history I must 
Here mention. Being a Scotchman, he had no parish to 
apply to. And with the repeated illnesses of himself and 
family, their distress must have been extreme ; had he 
not been led in the days of health, to form a club amongst 
the masons ; the object of which was, to assist each other 
in case of sickness. Jemmy was the first to derive sup- 
port trom the club he himself had established ; and though 
by its laws, the weekly payments gradually dwindled down 
t@ a scanty pittance, i enabled the family, with other ca- 
sual aids, and the greatest frugality, to obtain the necessa- 
mes of life. Much to the credit of this honest pair, they 
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OF THE DOMESTIC MISSIONARY 
WISH GRACE, MERCY, AND PEACE. 


SOCIETY, 


BRETHREN AND FRIENDS, 


More than nine years ago the enter- 
prise, the superintendence of which has 
been committed to us by our fathers and 
brethren of the General Association, was 
commenced with the express design of 
supplving all the feeble churches and 
broken parishes of this State with the reg- 
ular ministrations of the Gospel. As we 
review the progress of this work from the 
period of its commencement, it appears 
that less has been accomplished, than the 
importance of the object, and the facility 
with which that object might be attam- 
ed would lead us to expect. 

When the enterprise was planned, and 
the design of building up the waste pla- 
ces and repairing the breaches of Zion 
was first avowed, it might have been sup- 
posed that the simple statement of such 
a project would call forth from all the 
wise and good that measure of approba- 
tion which would ensure its fulfilment. 
But it has not been so. There are sup- 
posed to be now within the limits of 
Connecticut not less than thirty-two par- 
ishes in which the institutions of the Gos- 
pel cannot be maintained, - at present, 
without assistance. To only fifteen of 
these are we enabled to extend the aid 
which we would willingly extend to all, 
and which most of them are from time 
to time soliciting at our hands. To re- 
peated and earnest petitions we are com- 
pelled to a positive answer by denial ; 
because the aid which is asked for, it is 
not ours to bestow. 

While we survey these desolations of 
Zion, we cannot reject these earnest ap- 
plications from the feeble and destitute, 
without making our appeal to you. For 
the entire accomplishment of the design, 
—for the building up of all the waste 
places within our limits, we solicit no un- 
heard of sacrifices—no magnificent con- 
tributions. An annual income of four 
thousand dollars would probably be fully 
adequate to the prosecution of the benev- 
olent undertaking which it is our duty te 
direct. And what is four thousand dol- 
lars, assessed upon two hundred congre- 
gations according to their several ability ? 
Shall it be published—is it a thing to be 





had not, amidst all their heavy expences, incarred a debt 
of more than a pound or twe. 


told of in our land, that in Coumnecticut, 
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where there are more than two hundred 
churches professing one faith and united 
in one form of discipline—in Connecticut, 
where God has poured out his Spirit like 
the rain—in Connecticut, where public 
burthens are only a name, and where the 
people every year receive from the treas- 
ury of the State, for the support of schools, 
more than the whole amount of their pub- 
lic taxes—in Connecticut, the enterprise 
of building up thirty-two feeble congrega- 
tions moves on but heavily, and slowly, 
and with a wayward and inconstant mo- 


tion? Brethren in Christ, partakers of 


the high and holy calling! Fellow citi- 
zens, sharers in the privileges and enjoy- 
ments of this happy and enlightened com- 
munity! these things ought not so to be. 

Are any afraid of the outery that this 
is a sectarian project ? We answer—this 
we are not ashamed to confess, that after 
the way which they call sect, so worship 
we the God of our Fathers. Why is it, 
Brethren, that you adhere to those doc- 
trines which your fathers cherished, and 
to that order of discipline which they es- 
tablished ? Is it not because you believe 
that those doctrines are the faith once 
delivered to the saints, and that discipline 
most conformable to the simplicity of the 
Gospel? Is it not because you believe 
that those doctrines, and that order in the 
churches, are of all others, not only most 
congenial to the spirit of our social insti- 
tutions, and most conducive to the perfect 
happiness of our Republic, but also best 
adapted to promote the salvation of souls, 
and the complete and universal triumph 
of religion? And believing all this, can 
you be dissuaded by a mere word from 
any right and honorable effort to defend 
that faith, to maintain that discipline : 
Or are you willing to sit down quietly, 
and see the feeble churches broken up, 
and the waste places overspread with im- 
morality, or at the best becoming the oc- 
cupied domains of other sects more spir- 
ited and active than our own? We do 
not ask you to wage a war of bitter con- 
troversy with other denominations whose 
character as christians we acknowledge 
and respect, and whose zeal and enterprise 
we beseech you to imitate ; but we know, 
that with whatever respect you may re- 
gard them, and with whatever fellowship 
you may co-operate with them in the 
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cause of a common Christianity, yet, 
while you are what you profess to be, you 
are unwilling to see the doctrines which 
you cherish, superseded by their pecu- 
liarities of sentiment, or the institutions 
which you venerate, demolished by their 
efforts. 

We do, therefore, in the name of the 
General Association, solicit your contri- 
butions to the Domestic Missionary So- 
ciety of Connecticut. And we do here- 
by request that on the third (or on any 
other more convenient) Lord’s day in Oc- 
tober next, collections may be made for 
this object in every congregation ; and 
that the monies received may be forward- 
ed, as soon as practicable, to Samver 
J. Hirencocx, Esq. of New-Haven, the 
Treasurer of this Society. ‘* Concern- 
ing the collection for the saints—so do 
ye. Upon the first day of the week let 
every one of you lay by hin in store, 
as God hath prospered hit.” 

In this cause some of our churches 
have done nobly. ‘To them we say, Go 
on and prosper, and the Lord reward 
you. Others have been remiss. T'o them 
we say, ‘* He which soweth sparingly, 
shall reap also sparingly ; and lhe which 
soweth bountifuily, shall reap also boun- 
tifully.”” And to all we say, ‘* The ad- 
ministration of this service not only sup- 
plieth the waut of the saints, but is abund- 
ant also by many tlianksgivings unto 
God ;—and by their prayer for you, 
which long for the exceeding grace of God 
in you. ‘Thanks be unto God for his 
unspeakable gift.” 

In behalf of the Directors. 





SAMUEL MERWIN, Qj inmit- 
JOEL HAWES, Zh 


LEONARD BACGN, § 
New-Haven, Sept. 29th, 1825. 


SANDWICH ISLANDS. 

The Rev. Mr. Stewart in a letter to the Editor 
of the Methodist Recorder, states that—when the 
pioneers of our company reached the island in 
1820, idolatry as you know, had been formerly abol- 
ished, but not one say of moral or spiritual light 
had ever fallen on the thick darkness of the land. 
Ignorance, superstition, and sin, till then held an 
uncontrolled dominion over every mind and every 
heart, and led every man captive at their will.— 
Now there are on the different islands, not less than 
1600 persons who have been taught to read; and 
100 of this number can read their own language 
with facility and understanding. To the number 
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of those who have been thus instructed, thousands 
and thousands are standing ready to be added as 
soon as they can be supplied with books and teach- 
ers. Not less than 1000 of the 1600 have learned to 
write; and of the 1000 from 6 to 700 are capable 
of inditing fair and intelligible letters to one anoth- 
er. 

There are six well built native Chapels already 
erected, in which from 1600 to 1800 individuals 
listen every Sabbath to the preaching of the gospel 
in their own tongue. Besides the services of the 
Sabbath, there is at most of the stations a weekly 
lecture on Wednesday afternoon, which is better 
attended in general, than the weekly lecture of 
any congregation, with which we are acquainted 
in America. At most, if not all the stations, there 
are also weekly prayer and conference meetings, 
at which from 40 to 50 persons attend, who to light 
of understanding, add an apparent feeling of heart 
on the sabject of salvation ; and some few of whom 
give hopeful evidence both in their conversation 
and deportment, that the preaching of the cross of 
Christ has not been in vain to their souls, but has 
made them wise unto eternal life. 
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The Monthly Concert for prayer last Monday evening, 
was made unusually interesting by the presence of Mr. 
Evarts, the Secretary of the American Board of Missions. 
Aud in addition to this circumstance, the Annual Report 
of the New-Haven Auxiliary Society was read, and sev- 
eral resolutions passed, accompanied with remaiks from 
Rev. Dr. Morse, Rev. Mr. Merwin, Rev. Mr. Bacon, 
and Mr. Evarts. As a partof the Addresses is to be 
published shortly, with the Report of the Society, we 
shall not attempt a particular description of the meeting. 
Facts were stated sufficient to shew the importance ol 
missions, and to prove that those under the care of the 
American Board were very encouraging, aud effecting a 


vasi amount of good. 


INDIAN YOUTHS. 


We have long had it at heart to commence an assault of 


complaint and entreaty upon the conduct of an unchris- 
tian part of our christian public towards the Indian youths, 
who have, from time totime, been guests among us. Our 
determination has taken a new stand since we received 


the appeal of injered feelings contained in the letter of 


the Rev. Mr. Butrick, printed in our last. The thoughts 
which we would address to the Friends of the Mission 
School, who, we thivk, have by a mistaken policy done 
them injury, we have already submitted in this volume 
—page 187. Wedo not mean to attach blame or reproach 
to those whom we think mistaken, or who differ from us 
in opinion. But we cannot see without regret, an appar- 
ent concert of action between those whose motives are so 
different as are those of the friends and the enemies of 
ihese injured men. 

They have enemies, indeed ; and we dread even the 
appearance of siding with them. They are of two char- 
acters—those who are the common enemies of every plan 
to make men better than themselves, and those whose bru- 
tal cupidity grudges them even a place of existence. To 
them do we charge the calumnies complained of in the 
letter, and continually on the wing respecting them; and 
which are the baser for being whispered behind their 
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backs. Must insult be added to injury! Our age has 
been termed an zra of benevolence, and our country the 
land of freedom—the nursery of free institutions and libe- 
ral sentiment. But how will its story read on the impar- 
tial page of history, while we remain such slaves to preju- 
dice, and such friends to slavery. 

We relent our past injustice, and, as the only amends in 
our power, invite our Indian brethren to our land and of- 
fer them the treasures of civilization and christianity. 
By proper mental culture, they become our equals. We 
welcome them to our society and confidence ; we treat 
with them as an independent naticn; we listen to them 
from the pulpit; join with them in devotion, and sit with 
them at the table of our Lord. But does he, upon the 
strength of this our hospitality and confidence, aspire to 
the hand and affections of one of us, we suddenly turn 
from him, reminding him that he is a savage, and virtual- 
ly exclaim, ** We are more holy than thou.” 

We shall always hold ourselves bound to vindicate this 
injured race of our fellow-men, and shall always commend 
the ingeauous spirit which can love a good heart, and es- 
teem a cultivated and manly mind, though seen through a 
skin a shade darker than our own, 


American Bible Society —The Treasurer of the Amer- 
ican Bible Society acknowledges the receipt of $5059 
during the month of August. 


-_-- 


NATIONAL SEAMEN’S FRIEND SOCIETY. 





The plan proposed by the Editor of the Marineste_. 
Magazine of forming a National Society, appears to meet 
with universal approbation ; and we hope the time is not 
far distant, when there will be a united effort throughout 
the Christian world, for the salvation of seamen. A 
field, co-extensive with the world in which we live, and 
commensurate with eternity, is here opened to Christian 
benevolence ; and surely no party feelings, or sec(arian 
interests, caniotercept a perfect Junion of Christians of 
all denominations in this great aud good work. The re- 
ligious instruction of seamen has a more direct bearing 
on the efforts thatare now making to evangelize the 
world, than that of any other class of the community ; and 
ifthe soul ofa sailor is equally precious as the soul of 
a heathen, thencertainly, this numerous, long neglected, 
useful class, have a stronger claim onthe gratitude of 
the whole civilized world, than any other body of men. 

The object of the National Society is more fully ex- 
plained in the following article from the Mariner's Maga- 


zine : 


Our readers will recollect that in our last we 
suggested the propriety of organizing in this coun- 
try an “ AMERICAN SEAMEN’S FRIEND SOCIETY,” 
and requested from our friends abroad some ex- 
pression of opinion on the subject. Since that pe- 
riod, a sufficient expression of public sentiment has 
been obtained through the medium of the press, 
and otherwise, to warrant the prosecution of the 
project, and to assure us that it will receive the 
countenance and support of the Christian public. 
No objections have been made in any quarter, bot, 
on the other hand, the proposition has received 
the warmest commendation from sources of high 
respectability ; indeed, wherever it has been noti- 
ced at all, it has been commended. Those who 
have laboured in the cause have long felt the want 
of some general and more enlarged system of op- 
erations, in order to extend the blessings of reli- 
gion to sailors along our whole sea-cuast. As has 
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before been stated, the Societies that have been 
established in some of our principal sea-ports are 
small and feeble, and hardly able,eyen in the very 
limited sphere of their respective operations, to 
maintain an existence, much less, with their cir- 
cumscribed means, to prosecute their labour with 
energy or success without co-operation; and deri- 
ving no aid from the interior, they must continue 
thus feeble and inefficient, and wilt eventually 
sink into dissolution, unless some general effort is 
made in their behalf. And, indeed, in the most 
flourishing condition, they could not embrace the 
objects to be attained by a general institution. We 
have the example of England before us in this re- 
spect: it was ascertained there, after long experi- 
ence, that individual societies, without a com- 
mon head as the centre of operation, and 
without uniformity and concert of action, were 
altogether inadequate to the attainment of the 
great end in view. Convinced of this fact, 
the friends of seamen erected, on the most 
catholic principles, that noble monument of Chris- 
tian benevolence, the “ British and Foreign Sea- 
men’s Friend Society, aud Bethel Union,” and 
commissioned an agent to establish auxiliaries 
throughout the kingdom. It is unnecessary here 
to dwell upon the grand results of these measures ; 
we have had frequent occasion to speak of them, 
and wherever British seamen navigate, they are 
are known and felt. An extensive system of op- 
erations has there been established by this institu. 
tion, which if properly seconded in America, 
would soon elevate the tone of morals among sea- 
men, and, under the blessing of God, subvert the 
power of the empire of darkness over the ocean. 

The means to be employed by a National In- 
stitution (supported by auxiliaries) for the improve- 
ment of the moral and religious character of sea- 
men, are various, but may be classed under the 
following general heads, all of which have been 
crowned with signal success in England :—I. The 
establishment of respectable boarding-houses {or 
sailors, furnished with suitable reading-rooms.— 
II. Schools adapted especially to the mstraction 
of sea-boys. HII. Savings Banks and Register 
Offices, including a general library for the benefit 
of regular trading vessels. IV. The employment 
of missionaries totraverse the coast, visit vessels, 
and distribute Bibles and Tracts. V. The estab- 
lishment, wherever expedient, of Marineis’ Chur. 
ches, or Floating Chapels, and other means of 
Grace. This is a general view of the subject, and 
may give some idea of the necessity of a National 
Society. It is not our design, at this time, to en- 
large upon the great effects which must flow from 
the institution of such a general system of ineas- 
ures, but merely to suggest an outline which may 
serve as a guide in the promotion of the great pro- 
ject, and furnish our friends abroad with some 
more distinct notion of the plan. In our next we 
shall publish a memorial from a jarge number of 
respectable sea-Captains, now in this port, on the 
subject, and hope to be enabled to speak more de- 
finitively about ic. 


In addition to the above, we copy the following from 
the same work. 


NATIONAL 8OCIETY—VOICE FROM THR SEA. 

The following formidable appeal, coming as it 
does from one hundred and fourteen respectable 
Masters and Mates of Vessels, speaks, we have no 
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doubt, the sentiments of the whole body of Amer- 
ican Seamen, and is entitled to the highest consid- 
eration. It is a loud call for the organization of 
a National Institutio#; a voice which should be 
heard throughout the Union, and be promptly re- 
sponded. : ; 


To the Editor of the Mariner’s Magazine. 


We, whose names are hereunto written, being 
Masters and Mates of vessels, feeling a deep in- 
terest in the promotion of morality and religion 
among Seamen, and believing that the proposed 
Organization of a Valional Seamen’s Friend Soci- 
ety, on the principles of the British and Foreign 
Seamen’s Friend Society, and the -great institu- 
tions of benevolence in our own country, is the 
most effectual measare that could be adopted to 
advance the great object in view, beg leave, through 
your Magazine, to express a hope that the project 
may be carried into effect. It is our decided con- 
viction that the efforts of individual Societies, 
without concert of action, or correspondence of 
labour, however useful and important they may be, 
will not be able to accomplish the great end in 
view, with the same ease, or in the same period, 
that the uniform and increased operations ofa 
general Institution would, 


Harbour of New-York, Sept. 1825. 
[ Here follow the Signatures. } 





AMERICAN TRACT SOCIETY. 


——— 


We learn with pleasure that a union bas been negotia- 
ted and effected between the National and the New-York 
State Tract Society. 

This Society, though one of the youngest, partakes in 
a high degree of the enterprise which characterizes the 
State of New-York and her institutions: and the Friends 
of Tracts who properly appreciate the advantages and 
beauty of concert and system, in the great work of benev- 
olence, will look upon thts measure with interest. 


At a meeting of the New-York State Tract So- 
ciety on Tuesday evening, September 6th, 1825— 


Resolved, that it is expedient and highly im- 
portant, that this Society should become a Branch 
of the National Tract Society as soon as practica- 
ble—provided this object can be effected upon lib- 
eral principles. 

Resolved, that the terms of union proposed by 
the National Tract Society be now read for the 
consideration of this meeting. 

Whereupon they were read accordingly. 

Resolved, that the terms of union proposed by 
the American Tract Society meet the approbation 
of this meeting. 

Resolved, that the Executive Committee of this 
Society transmit the foregoing resolutions to the 
American Tract Society, and make such contracts 
with them for Tracts and Children’s books, as, in 
their judgment will best promote the interests ef 
this Society. 

Resolved, that the Board of Directors be reques- 
ted to prepare the draft of a Constitution for this 
Society conformable to the terms of union propo- 
sed by the American Tract Society, to be laid be- 
fore the Society at their annual meeting in Febru- 
ary next. 


One of the terms of union requires “ the State Society 
to adopt the National Society’s prices of Tracts and oth- 
er publications, and their terms of admitting Auxiliaries.” 
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GEORGIA AND THE CREEKS. 


Under the head of “ Unirep States,” the London 
Christian Observer has the following remarks on the blus- 
tering of Gov. Troup. 


The differences between the Northern and South- 
ern States comprehended in the American Union, 
which have been thought to threaten future disrup- 
tion, seem to be becoming more serious than at 
any former period. The chief source of difference 
is that foul stain on national honour, slavery, of which 
the slave states exultingly and most offensively make 
their boast. The contest between the New-England 
States, strengthened by the friends of humanity and 
religion generally throughout the Union, and the 
slave-holders in the South and West, is an exact 
counterpart to that which is taking place between the 
legislature, and government, and people of Great- 
Britain and [reland, and their foreign dependencies 
in the West Indies. A committee of the state legis- 
laure of Georgia have drawn up a parliamentary 
report which can only be matched by the official 
manifestoes of our own islands. They talk of the 
snivelling insinuations” urgedagainst them; and re- 
commend ‘their northern brethren to bask in their 
own self-righteousness and elysium.” They then ex- 
claim, “‘ As Athens, as Sparta, as Rome was, so will 
we be! They held slaves, we will hold them ;’’ that is, 
We like them, will be heathens, and not Christians: 
professed imitators of three states, the first of which 
was one of the most profligately licentious,—the sec- 
ond the most barbarous, brutal, and inhuman,—the 
third the most unjust, tyrannical, and sanguinary, of 
all whose names and atrocities have blotted the page 
of history. Yetthese Georgian legislators, after their 
pagan protest, affect to quote Scripture to their pur- 
pose, and to look up to the Great Author of justice 
and of mercy to smile approvingly upon that most 
audacious outrage on his laws, which is involved in 
the maintenance of slavery. ‘ In the simplicity,” say 
they, “‘ of patriarchal government, we would remain 
master and servant,”’ (are the committee, then, after 
all, secretly ashamed of the odious sound of stave?) 
“under our own vine and figtree,”’ (a most suicidal 
allusion ; see the passage, Micah iv., which describes 
a scene of peace and humanity, when swords shall be- 
come ploughshares, and “every man,” slaves as 
well as others, shall sit under his own vine and fig- 
tree, “none daring lo make him afraid ;” and when 
those who are now so driven out, and afflicted, and 
cast off, shall be made “a strong nation,’”’) “ and 
confide for safety upon Him who, of old time looked 
down upon this state of things without wrath ;”’ a pal- 
pabie misstatement, for the Bible is full of denunci- 
ations against this and every other species of oppres- 
sion ; aud it is expressly said, Jeremiah xxxiv. 17., in 
reference to this very subject, ‘“‘ Thus saith the Lord, 
Because ye have not hearkened unto me in proclaim- 
ing liberty every one to his brother, and every man 
to his neighbour, behold I will proclaim a liberty for 
you, saith the Lord, to the sword, to the pestilence, 
and to the famine.” So far from the Almighty ‘‘ look- 
ing down upon this state of things without wrath,” he 
provided means for its instant amelioration, and for 
its ultimate extinction, under the influence of our mild 
and holy religion—the most perfect contrast to the 
codes of *‘ Athens,and Sparta,and Rome.” The allu- 
sion to the patriarchal ages is quite absurd: there 
is something far more like it among the “ savage In- 
dians,”” with whom the Georgians are at perpetual 
war, than among themselves; but whatever it might 
be, it was at least such a system of comparative mild- 
ness and mutual confidence that the master felt no 
scruple in putting arms into the hands of his “slave;’’ 
(see Genesis xiv. 14, xxxii. 6, xxxiii, 1;) and in some 
instances, under the ancient slave-system, he even 
gave his daughter in marriage to his slaye, (see for 
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example 1 Chron.ii. 34, 35). Is any thing like this 
the state of things in the South-western parts of the 
Union, or in the British slave-colonies’ Would the 
patriarchs of our plantations fee] secure in the vol- 
unteer arms of their primeval servants against an 
army of freemen? The people of the free states of 
America have nothing to fear from their “brethren” 
of the south, till slavery ceases to pollute their soil ; 
and whenever that happy event takes place, they 
will be too much “ brethren’ in truth and in mutual 
interest to render war either just or necessary. 





CHRISTIAN OBSERVER. 


_— - 


For the benefit of those whom it may concern, we 
copy from the London Christian Observer the following 
notice. 


Our American (U. §.) friends do not- seem to be 
aware that, owing to the dilievent regulations of the 
Post-offices of the two countries, we cannot corres- 
pond with them on reciprocal terms. They can send 
a considerable packet to every part of the Union ata 
very trifling charge; and are not aware that, for every 
letter we remit to them, we pay, on putting it Into the 
Post-office, 2s. 2d. if single, 4s. 4d. if double, and so 
on for every additional inclosure. Two or three 
letters, addressed by us by desire to American gen- 
tlemen in London, and containing papers inclosed, 
have been returned to us with the postage, the par- 
tics not being known, or having left this country ; 
and we did not think that our correspondeuts wish- 
ed us to burden ourselves with an onerous export pos- 
tage to forward them to the United States. On the 
other hand, their communications to us, even when 
intended, as they usually are, to be free, come often 
very heavily laden with inland carriage or postage. 
This very month, the number and names of the str- 
dents, &c. at the Presbyterian seminary at Philadel- 
phia, with an a¢companying paper, cost us a heavy 
postage; and four newspapers just received from 
New York, with the request of the editor to exchange 
publications, were charged with a postage of I/. 5s. 
dd., whereas the whole charge of his paper for a yeaa 
is but three dollars. In several cases, an U. 5. report, 
pamphlet, or sermon, cost us several] times what we 
could order it for at an American bookseller’s in Lon- 
don. We enter into these trifling details, only for 
the purpose of requesting our United States’ friends 
not to impute our silence to neglect of their favours : 
and to accept this notice, that we have been obliged 
to direct our publishers to decline receiving packets, 
unless delivered at their “‘ store’’ free of these incum.- 
brances. 


FOR THE RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCER. 


ANSWER TO A QUESTION. 


Mr. Wuitinea, 


In your 17th No. you say—* We shall be glad 
to receive an answer to the following question, 
which is from the Recorder and Telegraph,”— 


* Ts it consistent for a Christian church to recommend 
one of its members in regular standing, to the commun- 
ion, watch, and care of an orthodox church of a different 
denomination ; thereby mutually dissolving its covenant 
obligations with said member, whenever he shall become 
connected with said church ? 

The Querist—“ wishes to have his doubts removed by 
candid reasoning on Scriptural premises, whieh shall 
show the cousistency of any course that may be pointed 
ou in the case, with apostolical example, and that enno- 
bling charity which is the true bond of Christiaa perfec- 
tion.” 


Thijs question has been agitated by ehurches 
and by judicatories of various names, throughout 
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the wide-spread family of Christian Churches, in 
all our land. . Still, the question is unsettled, and 
lies among the retentis of the diversified body.— 

If you please accept and publish the following 
remarks on the subject.— 

An Orthodox Church, in the United States, is 
expressive of any body of evangelical christians, 
who cheerfully accept the testimony of Jesus 
Christ and of his apostles as the foundation of their 
faith : and who maintain such visible ordinances, 
and such Christian discipline as is well calculated 
to maintain the purity ofthe body. All Evaugeli- 
cal Churches, in the Uuired States, will assent to 
this defivition of a church. Plage all churches of 
this description, side by side, and they will form 
the Church—the Church of the Living God. This 
is aunt; and such the true Cliiich ofthe Living 
God hath ever been, since the world was. It ts 
neither more or less, than the real number of tive 
believers, of real worshippers, of obedient children 
tu one Heavenly Father; through such medinim, as 
the Everlasting Covenant hath from Grace to 
Grace, unfolded since the world was. Look ove: 
the whole field, and it will be found, that some- 
what like the * seven thousand” have been “ reser- 
ved,” whose knee hath “ not bowed to Baal.” fa 
all the dispersions of testimony and of grace by 
the aposties, the seven thousand, the reserved of 
the Lord somewhere exist. In the Unised States, 
we humbly lope there are soime,} who in genu- 
ine gospel faith, and spirit, and worship, are among 
the reserved of God. ‘They form but oue body, 
wheresocver they may be, by whatsoever outward 
service known, or by whatsoever grace quickened. 

These * seven thousand” may be found, wra; ped 
together iv seven primary denominations of visible 
christians. So many there are, who would not 
disown the definition of a Gospel Church, termed 
orthodox. They own the essentials of the same 
gospel, entertain the same hope through grace, 
aid wake obeisance in the presence of the same 
God our Saviour. 

Can these denominations of Churches, forming 
together one Church, hold fellowship with each 
other? Why ner?) hey ae already in the fel- 
‘lowship of one faith, in the preaching of one, and 
the same Gospel ; in the dispersion of one, and the 
same Bibles in saying God speed, to the progress 
of knowledge, and of the useful arts; tothe exten- 
sion of social order, and of true religion. 

Butl. We have not been ail © called” by the 
saine ministers. “™ Whois Paul, or who is Apol- 
los, but ministers by whowm ye believed—tne body 
is Christ.” 

2, Weare not baptized, in lke manner. What 
is, or ever was any kind of washing, of baptisin, o: 
outwaid mode of purification, but a visible expres- 
sion of an inward cleansing 2? What was the bap- 
tism of the Hebrews into Moses by the cloud, aud 
by the wonders of the sea, but a cleansing from 
Egyptian idolatry, and an initiation of the tribes 
into the knowledge and worship of God, at the 
hand of Moses. The water touched them not, the 
cloud shed no dew upon the host; but were each 
mighty expressions of the authenticity of the mis- 
sion of Moses at the hand of God. A nation was 


transferred from the folly and idolatry of Egypt, to 
the wisdom and worship of the living and true 
God. This was their baptism: how perfect the 
cleansing 
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The washings and baptisms of the Jewish ritua} 
are placed among the beggarly elements (as things 
cast away) in comparison with the cleansings of 
the conscience by the knowledge of bim, who fo, 
our salvation, “came by water and by blood.” 
This expression is both of Jewish and of Gospel 
authority. By water, the Hebrew worshipper was 
outwardly cleansed, and by the sprinkling of bloog 
was sanctified. Purification and expiation were 
the visible objects of water and of blood, under 
the Jewish law. How far the spirit of grace mighy 
follow up, and make saving application of the out. 
ward ministration “ of water and of blood” to the 
inward purification of the soul, and exemption 
from the penalties of sin, is not for us to deter- 
mine. 

* Water and blood” are the medium through 
which the benefits of the gospel come to us,— 
Christ Jesus, the Captain of our Salvation receiy- 
ed water at the band of Joho the Baptist. This 
prophet, that goeth before the face of the Lord to 
prepare his way, was a wilderness-man. His com- 
inission, like his voice was from the wilderness.— 
The kingdom of God, at his hand took a new form, 
His baptism and ministry, announced—* Repent, 
for the kingdom of lieaven is at hand.” The king- 
dom uf God soon presented its corner-stone. John 
laid it iu baptism by water, and heaven sealed the 
ordinance, by the descent of the Holy Ghost.— 
The ministry of our Lord, was soon wet by the 
tempter. The victory gained, the mediatorial of- 
fice is unfolded, and finally sealed by the blood of 
the Son of God. The Apostolic commission au- 
thorizes the teaching of all nations, baptizing them 
into the name of the Father, of the Soo, and of 
the Holy Ghosi; and happy those who shall be so 
baptized, as to have the seal of the Holy Ghost, to 
saucily and seal the ordinance. 

To all this the orthodox churches will agree; 
but us to the mode of administering the ordinance, 
there may bea difference of opinion. Let us see, 
if, in this matter there may not be a reconciliation. 
As to the real weaning of baptism, all agree, that 
it is introductory toa visible fellowship with him 
who came “by water and by blood.” 

Baptism, by immersion represents the death of 
the baptized, and their resurrection to life ; an ex- 
pression of their inward dying to this world, anda 
resurrection to the life of righteousness, by Jesus 
Chiist. Against this mode, as significant of the 
evangelical sentinents of the orthodox, nothing 
need be said. 

Baptism, by pouring, or by sprinkling, is meant 
to express the initiation of the baptized into the 
visible fellowship of that spnitual body, who hold 
Christ the Head, as having come “by water and 
by blood.” Baptism is administered to believing 
parents, and to them itis allowed the privilege of 
placing, by baptism, their offspring within the pale 
and under the patronage, the schoolship of the 
church; parents or sponsers engaging, that such 
noviciates shall be brought up in the nurture and 
admonition of the Lord. 

May not churches, holding alike, orthodox sen- 
timents, and in the ordinance of baptism, looking 
at an orthodox interpretation, hold fellowship with 
each other, notwithstanding a little variety in the 
uniform, or mode of putting on the uniform of the 
Great Salvation. But, ina word; do not all visi- 


ble ordinances depend, for their living efficacy, on 
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virtue in water; in greater or less degree adminis- 
tered, unless the ordinance be sanctified to the fill- 
ing up of the measure of truth and of ¢uty, into 
the bosom of whose kindness we are introduced by 
the ordinance of Baptism. Let us pause a little, 
and not make of any ordinance, more than was the 
design of its institution. Perhaps, there is not a 
single church, howsoever pure in doctrine worship, 
ordinance, or discipline, but hath much cause to 
deplore the declension of many, and the apostacy 


of some. 
In christian charity then, and in the bonds of 


gospel kindness, may nei churches, termed evan- 
gelical, find a cordial freedom in dismissing from 
their individua! relation, a member, hopefully to 
be united to another branch of the common fel- 
jowship, affording equal means for the edification 
of such parting brother or sister, as is enjoyed in 
the bosom of her, from whom the child departs ; 
always maintaining subjection to, and hope in him, 
“who gave himself for us, that he might redeem 
us from all iniquity, and purify unto himself a pe- 
culiar people, zealous of good works.” 

Aud now, Mr. Whiting,—I would use the liber- 
ty to propound a question or two tothe Querist, or 
to the consideration of any other, brother-like-min- 
ded. 

1. If the time was really come, in which it might 
be said—* Where are they that keep the com- 
mandments of God, and the testimony of Jesus,” 
in what would that service consist, and where 
might the true worshippers be found ? 

2. Hath Jesus Cinist as head of the church, any 
dominion on the earth, excepting through the 
agency of the Holy Spirit of promise ? 

3. Why do the British Cannon upon the defen- 
ces of the Burman Empire, in the kingdom of an 
external providence, prove more efficacious minis- 
ters of God’s judgments, than the messages of his 
mercy, by the missionaries ? A Broruer. 





PRINCETON COLLEGE. 

The Anniversary Cominencement of the college 
at Princeton, New-Jersey, was celebrated on Wed 
nesday the 28th ult. The following was the order 
of exercises :— 

Prayer, by the President. 

William P. Aldrichs, Delaware, Latiu Saluta- 
tory. 

James D. Pickands, Pennsylvania, English Sal- 
utatory. 

A. Rezeau Brown, New-Jersey, On the Jesuits. 

Charles C. Campbell, Virginia, On the charac- 
ter of Burke. 

Frederick F. Cornell, New-Jersey, Greek Ora- 
tion. 

Abraham O. Zabriskie, New-Jersey, On Fe- 
male Education. 

Whitfield Nichols, New-Jersey, On National 
Vanity. 

William Dayton, New-Jersey, On the Charac- 
ter of Napoleon. 

Abraham Hagaman, New-Jersey, On the Pros- 
pect of America. 

John B. Pressley, South Carolina, On Disap- 
pointment. 

Thomas Ross, Pennsylvania, On the Charac- 
ter of Bolivar. 

Joseph M. Heister, Pennsylvania, On National 
Cemetries, 
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John V. Smith, Pennsylvania, Eulogy on Gen- 
eral Harper. 

Thomas M. Wadsworth, North Carolina, Or 
the influence of early habits. 

Daniel M. Withe:spoon, Kentucky, On Baby- 
lon. 

Conferring of degrees. 

Valedictory Oration, by James W. Davies, 
Georgia. 

Prayer. 

We understand that the Exercises were interes- 
ting as usual. Thirty eight young gentlemen re- 
ceived the degree of A. B. and the degree of D. D. 
was conferred on the Rev. Mr. Bishop, President 
of the Ohio University. 

The Oration of the Hon. Mr. Southard, before 
the Cliosophic and American Whig Societies, and 
the Address of the Rev. Dr. Miller, before the Lit- 
erary and Philosophical Society, on the day pre- 
ceding the Commencement, are spoken of as very 
eloquent and masterly productions.—.V. Y. Obs. 


FROM THE RECORDER AND TELEGRAPH. 


THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY. 

The Anniversary of the Theological Seminary at An- 
dover was celebrated on the 27ih of Sept. 

The exercises of the Porter Rheturical Society, connec- 
ted with the Seminary, (2 Tuesday, were 

1. Prayer. 2. Music. 

3. Oration.—The peculiar motives which bear upon 
Christian Preachers in this country, to excite them to 
cultivate Sacred Eloquence. By J. Topp. 

4. Poem.—Progress of Liberty, from the commence- 
ment of the American Revolution. By W. Corron. 

5. Music. 

6. Oratiou.—The necessity of high attainments in piety 
to Pulpit Eloguence. * By Rev. F. Wayianp. 

7. Prayer. 

The Exercises of the Serior Class in the Seminary-ort Wed- 
nesdau, were, %, ; 


SACRED LITERATURE. 


1 Method of reasoning in Hebrews vii. respecting the 
priesthood of Melchisedec and of Christ. 
A. B. Cucrecn, Amherst. 
2. Do the discrepances in the narrations of the Evan- 
gelisis amount to Contradictions ? 
J. Stow, Hillsborough, N. H. 
3. Inquiry into the oieaning of Roamans, ix. 1. 
S. Kincssury, Franklin. 
4. On the misapplication of texts of Scripture ia 
proof of doctrines in Theology. 
D. Merritt, Peacham, Vt. 
5. Explanation of Rey. i. 4. 
1. W. Wiurertwrient, Newburyport. 
6. With what views and feelings should the Bible be 
studied, in order to aequire a right understanding of it ? 
W. Gare, Pembroke, N. H. 
7. Use and importance of exegetical preaching and in- 
struction.” J. M. Eviss, Jafivey, N. H. 
8. Historical View of the science of interpretation. 
Hl. Roon, Jericho, Vt. 
9. Does the critical study of the Scvipiures lead to 
doubt respecting the essential doctrines of Christianity ? 
N. Barker, Bethel, Me. 
CHRISTIAN THEOLOGY. 
1. Proof of St. Paul's inspiration. 
A. Apams, Plainfield, N. H. 
. Scripture doctrine of the Resusrection. 
C. Boyter, Philadelphia, Pa. 
3. Influence of our moral affections on our religious 
opinions. N. Cons, Rochester. 
4. Scripture doctrine of the future rewards reconciled 
with salvation by grace. J. Tucker, Milton. 
5. Duty of Christians to make Christ the object of re- 
ligious worship. 1. RoGers, Gloucester. 
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* Omitted on account of indisposition. 
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6. Principal causes of the prevalence of error. 
D. Fitz, Londonderry, N. H. 
7. Influence of our opinions on our affections and prac- 
lice. R. C. Hann, Shoreham, Vt. 
8. Divine origin of Christianity argued from its adapt- 
edness to the wants of man. 
C. Sronr, Marlborough, N. H. 
9. Is the fourth command of the decalogue obligatory 
upon Christians, and in what sense ? 
J. Martsy, Northford, Conn. 


ECCLESIASTICAL HISTORY. 


1. Comparative utility of civil and ecclesiastical history. 
A Foster, Hillsborough, N. H. 

2. Life and martyrdom of Polyearp. 
L. Auven, E. Bridgewater. 
3. Influence of the reign of Constantine on the Chris- 
tian Church. H. CuampBervtain, Monkton, Vt. 
4. Influence of the Reformation on the character of 
the age. W. Corton, Hartford, Conn. 


SACRED RHETORIC, 


1. The connexion between the pulpit and pastoral du- 
ties. M. B. Cuvurnen, Ainherst. 
2. Intellectual discipline. L. Firwpo, Novtifield. 

3. The influence of the pulpit. 

R. Suaw, Barnet, Vi. 

4. On the maxim of Augustine, * Love your hearers.” 

M. G. Grovesnon, Petersham. 

5. The impression of truth on the conscience, 

J. Livrie, Boscawen, N. EL. 

6. Onthe manner in the Pulpit. 

A. Pomeroy, Granville. 

7. Reciprocal influence of imagination and piety. 

L.G.Binguam, Cornwall, Vt. 

8. The sublimity of the preacher’s work. 

J. fopp, Guillord, Conn. 

9. The importance of entertaining correct religious 
opinions; with the Valedictory Address. 

G. Howr, Holmesburg, Pa. 





MORAVIAN MISSIONS. 

The last number of the United Brethren’s Mis- 
sjonary Intelligencer contains the report of the Sy- 
nodal Cominitiee appointed for the management of 
the missions of the Brethren amoung the heathen, 
for the year 1824. From this document it ap- 
pears that the whole number of their missionary 
settlements at the close of that year was 34, and 
the number of missionaries employed, including 
females was 170. Of these, 72 were stationed in 
the English and Danish West India Islands, 35 in 
South Africa, 28 on the coast of Labrador, 17 in 
Greenland, 10 in Surinam and Paramaribo, and 8 
among the Delawares iu Upper Canada, and the 
Cherokees. 

Asthe close of the year 1822, the brethren were 
in debt on aceount of their missions to the amount! 
of $7,692 44, but the extraordinary contributions 
from England and Scotland have not only enabled 
them to pay off this debt, but left a balance of 
$551 33 in favour of the missions, Encouraged 
by the assistance so liberally extended to them, the 
Commitiee have determined upon the. formation 
of new settlements in Greenland, Jamaica, and 
South Africa. — Christian Mirror. 


A SUNDAY IN NEW-ORLEANS. 


A traveller through the western country, whose journal 
is published inthe Winchester Republican, thus describes 
a Suoday in New-Orleans: 


The French population is, I suppose, three to 
ene American, and with them Sunday is the great- 
est day in the week, the moruing being devoted to 


business, and the evening to pleasure. Asa speci- 
men, I will give you the following prominent fea- 
tures of a Sunday in New-Orleans. You see the 
markets much better attended; every branch of 
business moving on with a greater degree of spirit ; 
all the uniform companies of the city elegantly 
equipped, and on parade, morning and evening ; 
every species of gaming that human invention has 
discovered ; congo dances ; and the French thea- 
tres; crowded to overflowing. The Americans 
are gradually gaining ground, and the old forns 
and customs giving place to new ones. They now 
enjoy a well regulated police. The city guards 
are seen in all parts of the city. 

Duringa residence of eight days in that city, I 
neither saw a fight nor heard a quarrel, which a 
few years ago, would have been an hourly occur- 
rence. 


CONVERSION OF AN INFIDEL. 

Mr. W. a missionary who labored a while in the 
state of New-York—I think the southern part of 
it—was remarkable for his faithfulness in speaking 
plainly and pointedly to his assembled auditors, on 
the leading doctrines and duties and motives of 
the gospel. Tis labors were soon blessed, and 
inany became anxious about their eternal interests. 
This, asa matter of course, awakened a spirit of 
hostility ; and among the opposers was a profes- 
sional gemleman of some standing who was an 
avowed tofidcl "The latter had occasion one day 
to ride to a different part of the town, on some af- 
fair of business; and as he also learned that Mr. 
W. was to return fiom the same. direction, about 
the same time of day, he expected to meet him in 
an unfrequented place ; aud accordingly made up 
his mind to dispense with the accustomed polite- 
ness, and offer lim a direct insult, as a recompense 
for his plainess of communication. The place 
of meeting was where the road Jed through a for- 
est of some extent ; and the moment arrived when 
both the parties approached in opposite directions. 
But while the infidel was busily meditating on 
the precise method of attack, he looked up and saw 
the good man with his head down, reading from 
his pocket Bible, bathed in tears; and so absorbed 
in his cmployment, as scarcely to recollect that his 
horse was slowly carrying him forward, or that 
there was a possibility of any one’s meeting with 
him in such an unfrequented place. The aston- 
ished infidel was silent. The good man uncon- 
sciously passed him in a bend of the road, and pur- 
sued his meditations, But the former had witnes- 
sed his tears; had seen the undisputed tokens of 
his pious sensibility, and had nothing to say. The 
infidel moved onward ; but, with far different feel- 
ings than those which before agitated him, did he 
reflect on the interesting scene which had just pas- 
sed. He renounced his infidelity, and became a 
sincere believer in the doctrines of the Gospel. 
[W. Ree. 





BIBLE IN SOUTH-AMERICA. 


A letter from a gentleman in London, inserted 
in the Philadelphian, says :— 


A series of most interesting communications 
have been re¢eived of late from Myr. Thompson, 
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jately at Lima, in the course of a journey he has 
performed in the Bible cause, by Truxillo, Guay- 
aquil, Rio-Gamba, and Quito in Bogota. He met 
with the most friendly reception and warm co-ope- 
ration from the Governors of the different places, 
and found no difficulty in selling the Scriptures, 
even in the Roman Catholic Convents. The 
highway of the Lord does indeed seem to be won- 
derfully prepared in these long secluded parts, and 
the seed which is scattering on the mountains we 
may hope will scon shake like Lebanon, anda rich 
harvest be reaped to the divine glory. Mr. T. is 
intending to proceed to the Atlantic coast, and 
thence to England, to confer on future operations. 
In the mean time, taking into account, that be will 
bring us a report of the State of Colombia, in con- 
nexion with what Mr. Lemmon has hinted, and 
with other advices recently at hand, it has been 
concluded to change Mr. Armstrong’s destination, 
and that he shall immediately procecd to Buenos 
Ayres, where a variety of circumstances have late- 
ly arisen, of a character highly favorable to the 
measure, particularly the provision in the late trea. 
ty with England, for allowing the erection of Prot- 
estant places of worship. 
A very interesting circumstance occurred while 
Mr. Thompson was at Quito. A copy of the late 


Bishop of London’s work on the Evidences of 


Christianity being made known, a decision was 
formed to print an edition of the work, exclusive- 
ly by an association of the ladies of the place, a 
nobleman’s lady taking the lead in this desirable 
measure. 


SORROW NOT TO BE REPENTED OF. 
A letter from Bishop Hall to his Sister.) 


It is seldom seen that a silent grief spceds well; 
for either a man must have strong hands of reso- 
lution to strangle it in his bosom, or else it drives 
him to some secret mischief, whereas sorrow ie. 
vealed is half remedied ; and even abates in the ut- 
tering. Your grief was wisely disclosed, and shall 
be as strenuously answered. Iam glad of your 
sorrow ; and should weep for you, if you did not 
thus mourn. Your sorrow is, that you caunot 
grieve for your sins. Let me tell you, that the an- 
gels themselves sing at this lamentation ;—neither 
does the earth afford such sweet music in the ears 
of God. This heaviness is the way to joy. World- 
ly sorrow is worthy of pity—because it leadeth to 
death ; but this deserves nothing but envy and con- 
gratulation. If those tears were common, hell 
would not so enlarge itself. Never sin, repented 
of, was punished; and never any thus mourned, 
and repented not. Lo, you have done that, which 
you grieve you have not done. That good God, 


“whose act is his will, accounts of our will as our 


deed. If he required sorrow equal to the heinous- 
ness of our sins, there were no end of our mourn- 
ing! Now his mercy regards not so much the 
measure, as the truth of it; and accounts us to 
have that, which we complain to want. I never 
knew any truly penitent, who, in the depth of his 
remorse, was afraid of sorrowing too much; nor 
any unrepentant, who wished to sorrow more.— 
Yea, let me tell you, that this sorrow is better, and 
more than that deep heaviness for sin which you 
desire. Many have been vexed with an extreme 
remorse for some sin, from the gripes of a galled 
conscience, which yet never came where true re- 
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pentance grew ;—in whom the conscience plays at 
once the accuser, witness, judge, and tormentor ; 
but an earnest grief for want of grief, was never 
found in any but a gracious heart. You are hap- 
py, and complain. ‘Tell me, I beseech you, this 
sorrow you mourn to want: is ita grace of the 
Spirit of God, or not? If not, why do you sorrow 
to wantit? If it be, oh! how happy is it to grieve 
for want of grace! The God of all truth and bles- 
sedness has said, “ Blessed are they that hunger 
and thirst after righteousness ;” and with the same 
breath, “ Blessed are they that mourn, for they 
shall be comforted !” You say, you mourn: Christ 
saith, “ You are blessed.” You say, you moura: 
Chiist saith, “ You shall be comforted.” Either 
now distrust your Saviour, or else confess your own 
happiness, and, with patience, expect his promised 
consolation. What do you fear? You see others 
stand like strong rocks—unshaken, unremoved. 
You are but a reed, a feeble plant tossed and bow- 
ed with every wind, and with much agitation bruis- 
ed. Lo, you are in tender and favorable hands, 
that never brake any whom their sins bruised— 
never bruised any whom temptations have bowed. 
You are but flax, and your best is nota flame, but 
an obscure smoke of grace. Lo, here his Spirit ts 
as a soft wind, not as cold water; he will kindle, 
but will never quench you. The sorrow you want 
is his gift. ‘Take heed, lest while you vex your- 
self with dislike of the measure, you grudge at the 
Giver. Beggars may not choose. This portion 
he has vouchsafed to give you; if you have any, 
it Was more than he was bound to bestow. Yet 
you say, What no more ? as if you took it unkiud- 
ly, that he is not more liberal. Even these holy 
discontentments ave dangerous. Desire more (as 
much as you eau) but repine not when you do not 
attain. Desire, but so as to be free from impa- 
tience, free from unthankfulness. Those that have 
tried can say, how difficult it is to complain, with 
due reservation of thanks. Neither know I which 
is worse,—to long for good things impatiently, or 
not at ail to desire them. ‘The fault of your sor- 
row is rather iu your conceit, than in itself; and it 
indeed you mourn not enough, stay but God’s leis- 
ure, and your cyes shall run over with tears. How 
arany do you see sport with their sins, yea brag ot 
them! how many that should die for want of pas- 
time, if they might not sin freely— and more free- 
ly talk of it! Whata saint are you to those, that 
can droop under the memory of the frailty of 
youth, and never think you have spent enough of 
tears! Yetso ] encourage you in what you have, 
as one that persuades you not to desist from suing 
for more. It is good to be covetous of grace, and 
to have our desires herein enlarged with our re- 
ceipts. Weep still, and still desire to weep j;—but 
let your tears be as the rain in the sunshine—com- 
foitable and hopeful; and Jet not your longing, sa- 
vour of murmur or distrust. These tears are re- 
served—this hunger shall be satistied—this sorrow 
shall be comforted! There is nothing betwixt 
God and you—but time. Prescribe not to his wis- 
dom—hasten not his mercy. His grace is enongh 
for you ;—his glory shall be more than enough ! 


BETHEL PRAYER MEETINGS. 
It would seem, from appearances, for a few 
weeks past, that God is about blessing these impor- 
tant means of grace in a very especial manner, 
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Never before, since our acquaintance with the sub- 
ject, have these meetings been so numerously at- 
tended by seamen or by landsmen as they have 
been during a number of weeks; and we never dis- 
covered so much solemnity among the sailors, or 
greater spirit among the Bethel friends who con- 
duct the meetings. On Friday evening, it is be- 
lieved that there were nearly 400 persons at the 
meeting on board the New Haven steam-boat Hud- 
son, Capt. Brooks, lying at the foot of Maiden- 
lane. The deck of this large boat was handsome- 
ly fitted’ up so as to form a neat and convenient 
room, completely sheltering a large and crowded 
assembly from the night air; beside which the 
wharf was lined with spectators during the whole 
evening. It was probably the largest sailors’ pray- 
er meeting ever held in America; and Capt. 
Brooks deserves the highest commendation for his 
exertions to accommodate, and for the neat ar- 
rangement of his vessel. The meeting was ad- 
dressed by a number of friends, who seemed to 
have imbibed the spirit of the occasion—a num- 
her of extracts were read from Jate numbers of the 
Mariners’ Magazine, and several anecdotes of an 
interesting mature were related. The throne of 
grace was addressed, with unusual fervency, by an 
English sea captain; and a venerable old comman- 
der, whose locks were white with age, addressed 
the seamen present with great feeling and evident 
effect. The whole exercises were unusually sol- 
emn.—.Mariners’ Mag. of the 17th ult. 


A CHRISTIAN MOTHER. 
From aletter of the late Rev. John Newton, insert- 
ed in the London Tract Magazine for August, 
and never before published. 


I think a prndent and godly woman, in the ca- 
pacity of a wile and a mother, is a greater cha- 
vacter than any hero or philosopher of ancient or 
modern times. The first impressions which chil. 
dren receive in the nursery, while under the mo- 
ther’s immediate care, are seldom so obliterated 
but that sooner or later their influence condnees 
to form the future life; and though the child that 
is trained up in the way that he should go, may 
depart from it for a season, there is reason to hope 
he will be found in it when he is old. The prin- 
ciples instilled into the mind in infancy may seem 
dormant for a while, but the prayers with which 
the mother watered what she plunted there, are, as 
some old writers say, “upon the Lord’s file.”— 
Times of trouble recal those principles to the mind, 
and the child so mstructed has something at hand 
to recur to. ‘Thus it was with me; I was the only 
son of my mother; she taught me, she prayed for 
and over me. Had she lived to see the misery 
and wickedness into which I plunged myself af- 
terwards, I think it would have broken her heart. 
But in the Lord’s time her prayers were answered ; 
distress led me to recollect her early care, and thus 
I was led to look the right way for help. Buta 
religious education implies much more than teach- 
ing a catechism and a few hymns. Happy and 
honoured is the woman that is qualified to instruct 
her children, aud does it heartily, in the spirit of 
faith and prayer. 

We olten speak of the birth of a child, as a mat- 
ter of course, of no great moment but to the pa- 





—A Sailor at prayer. [Ocr. 
child, whether in a palace or a workhouse, is an 
event of more real importance than the temporal 
concerns of a whole kingdom. When a child is 
born, am immortal is born! In that hour a new 
being enters upon a state of existence which will 
never end, and itis a being whose capacity for hap- 
iness or misery is proportioned to its duration. 
o have the charge of such beings, to form their 
minds in their tender years, to bring them up in 
the nurture and admonition of the Lord, and at 
last to present them to him, enabled to say, “ Here 
ain I, and the children which thou hast given me !” 
Oh what a high trust! Oh what a blessing! 
Have you read or have I formerly mentioned to 
you, what a good old woman in the last century 
said, upon her dying bed ? It was to this purpose : 
—“T have been the mother of sixteen children ; | 
nursed them all myself; and I know that now they 
are all either with Christ or tn Christ. And I be- 
lieve I never gave one of them the breast without 
putting up a prayer in my heart, that I might not 
nurse a child for the Devil!” 


A SATLOR AT PRAYER. 

The following interesting narration is furnished 
by one who attended a Bethel Prayer Meeting 
some months ago at a Sailors’ boarding house ina 
foreign port. During the evening an exhortation 
was delivered from these words, “Simon, son of 
Jonas, lovest thou me ?” "The address was design- 
ed to be useful to the seamen by reviewing those 
parts of Gud’s work with which the mariner is 
most intimately acquainted. After a suitable 
hymn bad been sung, a request was made for one 
ortwo seamen to conclude the service by prayer : 
a pause ensued ; afier afew seconds, a gentieman- 
ly-looking man, who, we afterwards found, was 
master ofa vessel, (and who had been accidentally 
led into the room, by seeing the lantern at the 
door,) walked from the door, where he stood, and 
mingled with the seamen who were on their 
knees: he then bowed cown, and lifting up his 
eyes and hands, entered upon prayer, beginning 
with these affecting expressions: “Six years, O 
God, have passed away, since I bowed before thee 
to pray! My sins and ingraiitude are now 
brought before me! I feel condemned! and con- 
fusion covers my spirits before thee! But, like 
backsliding Peter, L turn onto thee, O Lord God 
Almighty, repentant and suing for mercy and for- 
giveness.” Here his feelings were such as, fora 
short time, prevented any further utterance; tears 
flowed fiom bis eyes, and (we hope penitential) 
sighs broke from his oppressed spirits. With ma- 
ny tears, he cominved his sapplications at the 
throne of mercy. He then recounted, in bis pray- 
er, the many proofs he had received of the good- 
ness of God, and of his mercy to him ;—when, at 
one time, cast upon a lee shore, and in iminent 
peril: when, again, he was cast upon a barrea 
rock, destitute and forlorn, no human refuge near, 
without the hope of life: at these times the Lord 
had been “ mindful of him,” but his foolish and base 
heart remembered not his loving kindness. He 
thanked God for directing his wayward steps into 
that Bethel meeting, where, he observed, “ the Lord 
by his spirit had arrested him.” “ Here” he added 
“by His grace, I vow to dedicate myself to him, and 
serve him with my whole heart and strength.” In 
his prayer, he remembered his mother, from whom 
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his affectionate and pious parent had prevailed 
upon him to kneel down with her, whilst she, in 
prayer and supplication at the footstool of mercy, 

leaded for her beloved though thoughiless son. 
His prayer was evidently the breathing of a mind 
deeply affected with a sense of the matchless love 
of God, mingled with true contrition on remem- 
prance of his sins. His expressions of gratitude 
to God for conducting him to the Bethel prayer- 
meeting, produced upon many present that joy 
which could only be expressed by tears. Two 
seamen afierwards engaged in prayer. 

{ Mariners Mag. 


THE DEATH OF THE UNRIGHTEOUS. 


Even those who have lived without religion 
have frequently been compelled in a dying hour to 
bear their testimony to its worth. An instance of 
this, I am about to record ; and if it should meet the 
eye of a careless, thoughtless sinner, may the di- 
vine blessing lead him to the consideration of his 
danger before “ the evil day cometh, when he shall 
say, that he hath no pleasure therein.” 

Mr. was a respectable farmer in the parish 
of . He was honest, sober and upright.— 
Regular in his attendatice at church, he was wil- 
ling to persuade himself that Ged required noth- 
ing further at bis hands—and here he mistook mo- 
rality and formality for religion. A short time 
since, as the farmer was walking through his fields, 
he was attacked by a fierce bull, who gored him in 
such a dreadful manner, that he was carried home 
for dead. He immediately sent for the clergy- 
man; and when the clergyman entered his room, 
Farmer addressed him to this effect,—*I 
have sent for you—but you can do me no good.— 
All my life time I have been scraping for money, 
and [ have got it: but wiat will it do forme now ? 
It won’t even buy a drop of water to cool my flam- 
ing tongue in hell.” ‘This was all he could say ; 
and he then entered upon “that bourne from 
whence no traveller returns.” 

Oh! how lamentable is the censideration, that 
hundreds are daily dying under the same hopeless 
circumstances. 1 call them hopeless, for if “ there 
is none other name given under heaven whereby 
we can be saved, but the name of Jesus,” they 
must be without hope, wlio neglect the salvation of 
the Gospel. 

A money-getting spirit is a fearful feature of 
perdition; for “where the treasure is, there will 
the heart be also.” The apostle tells us, “they 
that will be rich fall into temptation and a snare, 
and into many foolish and hurtful lusts, which 
drown men in destruction and perdition.” 

The Lord grant that this awful providence may 
speak effectually to the hearts of many; and that 
my readers may participate in the benefit, is my 
earnest prayer. ScRUTATOR. 


ONE TALENT IMPROVED. 











A poor illiterate man lately went to the mana- 
gers of a sunday school in the metropolis, and ex- 
pressed a strong desire to make himself useful in 
that good cause; he told them that although he 
was unable to engage himself as a teacher, never- 
theless he could go round every sabbath to the pa- 
rents of those children who had not attended, to 
ascertain the cause of their absence, and thus dis- 















































The death of the Unrighteous.—One Talent improved.— Obituary. S01 


charge the duty of a visitor. Truly this man had 
the cause of God at heart, for thougi he possessed 
only one talent, still he was anxious to employ 
that one in the service of his Lord ; alas, how ma- 
ny have fen talents, who have never yet made use 
of one to advance the cause of the blessed Re- 
deemer. 


THE BAPTIST MISSIONARIES IN INDIA. 

A letter from the Rev. Mr. Hough, dated at 
Serampore, to his father in Concord, N. H. says: 
“From Mr. and Mrs. Judson, and Dr. Price, I 
have heard«nothing for 14 months. If they have 
not perished by violence, I fear they have from 
other causes, as they have been shut out from all 
commuaication with us, and we with them, and 
therefore they could not have had the pecuniary 
means of subsistence.”——-Ch. Watch. 

Mr. Fenner Bosworth, and his partner, Miss 
Emunia Nash, departed from Stow’s Square, Lew- 
is Co. N. ¥. on the 3ist of Aug. to jom the Che- 
rokee mission under the patronage of the Amer- 
ican Board. 








Modesty is not only an ornament, but also a 
guard to virtue. IJtisa kind of quick and delicate 
feeling in the soul, which makes her shrink and 
withdraw herself from every thing that has danger 
in it. It is such an exquisite sensibility, as warns 
her to shun the first appearance of every thing 
which is hurtful. 
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Diep,—lIn this city,on the 29th ult. Capt. David Nor- 
rie, aged 68; onthe Ist inst. Mr. Henry S..Hotchkiss, 
aged 18. His upright conduct, and unassuming manners, 
gained him the esteem of a numerous acquaintance, whose 
consoling attention seemed as it were to lighten the tran- 
sit from this life of misery and trouble, to that eternal 
home of the good and virtuous. 

At Hartford, Mrs. Mary T. French, 24, wife.of Mr. Jo- 
seph S. French; Mrs. Lacy Smith, 47, wife of Justus 
Smith. 

At Brookfield, on the 24th ult. Mr. Amos Hubbell, ag- 
ed about 34; Mr. Elias Osborn, son of Mr, Lewis Os- 
born, 20. 

At New-London, Mrs. Hannah Brown, 62; Asa Dut- 
ton Esq. 69; Mr. George Bevbe, 82. 

At Brooklyn, Mrs. Caroline Webb, G7. 

At Woodstock, Capt. Andrew Williams, 65. 

LG At Norwich, Mrs. Lathrop, 75; Miss Abby Robbins, 
20. 

At Bridgeport, Mr. Jobn Standish, aged 35. 

At Kingston, N.Y. Joseph H. Bostwick, Esq. aged 43 
—a native of New-Milford. 

Ai Windsor, Dr. Williams Wolcott, 70; Mr. Jonah Gil- 
lett, 69. 

At Manchester, Mr. Joshaa Conch, 46. 

At Wetherstield, Mrs. Sarah Fvanci-, 47, wife of Mr. 

George Francis. 

At Berlin, Mr. Stephen Brewer, 25. 

At Derby, Mr. John Tomlinson, 79. 

At Norwalk, Mr. James Quintard, 67 ; Mr. Daniel Evy- 

ersley, 85. 

At New-Marlhorough, Mass. on the 27th ult. Chauneey 

G. Smith, sou of Rev. David Smith, of Durham, Conn. 

aged 18—a most amiable and hopeiully piows youth, great- 

ly beloved, and deeply lamented, by an extensive circle 

of friends and acquaintance. 

At Natchitoches, on the Sth of August, of malignant fe- 

ver, Mr. Milton Slocum, one of the publishers of the 

praennoches Courier, and a native of Connecticut, aged 
At Illinois, on the 9th of Angust last, Mr. Phelps Risley, 





33, sou of Mr. George Risley, of Hartford. 
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FROM THE SOUTHERN INTELLIGENCER. 


Great God! where’er mine eyes may rove, 
I view thy wisdom and thy love : 

Thy power and goodness all divine, 
Surround this sinful heart of mine. 
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Nature with all her magic charms, 

My thoughts with grateful fervor warms : 
Points me to reaims of bliss above, 
Where reigns the God of life and love. 


In every flower that gems the plain, 
In every wave that heaves the main: 
In all that decks the sylvan scene, 
Thy truth and love is ever seen. 


Oh! how unworthy of that love, 

Do all my words and actions prove : 
How often do my footsteps stray, 

From wisdom’s straight, but thorny way. 


But if thine eyes unerring mark 
Each waver of this feeble bark, 
Lord! could I dare to meet thy view,» 
Or stand my condemnation due. 


But thanks to Jesus’ precious name, 
The most unworthy has a claim: 
The vilest, if their guilt they mourn, 
Back to thy fold again may turn. 


Ol! may thy goodness move my heart, 
From thy commandments ne'er to part: 
But journey thro’ life’s stormy way, 

‘lo wake in realms of endless day. 


There toils and dangers shall forever cease, 
The soul shall shine in everlasting peace : 
Misfortune néver more shall cloud the breast, 
For there the weary from their lab’ring rest. 


M. E. S. 
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SAUL AND SAMUEL.—/( See 1 Sam. xv.) 

Saul well knew how much he had done amiss, and yet 
dared to meet Samuel and say, “ Blessed be thou of the 
Lord; 1 have fulfilled the commandment of the Lord.”’ 
His heart knew that his tongue was as false as his hands 





either of them, neither of them had been so gross in their 
talschood. If hypocrisy were not either foolish or impu- 
dent, she durst not shew her head toa seer of God — 
Could Saul think that Samuel k aew of the asses that were 
lost, and did not know of the oxen and sheep that were 
spared? Could he foretell his thoughts, and not know of 
his open actions? Can the God that made the heart noi 
know it? Can he thatcomprehends all things be shut out 
of our close corners? Saul was otherwise crafty enough, 
vet herein his simplicity was palpable. Sin can beset 
even the wisest man, and folly aud wickedness always go 
together. 

No man brags so mueh of holiness as he that wants it. 
Trae obedience is ever joined with humility and fear of 
unknown errors. Falsehood is bold, and can say, “I 
have fulfilled the commandment of the Lord.” If Saul 
had been truly obedient and holy, he had made no aoise 
about it. A gracious heart bas not a blabbing tongue, but 
rests and rejoices sileatly in the consciousness of secret 


















































Poetry.—Saul and Samuel.—Worldly Thankfulness.— Anecdotes. [Ocr. 


WORLDLY THANKFULNESS. 


You will sometimes hear a covetous worldly-minded 
man say, “‘ Whata blessed season it is for the corn and 
fruits of the earth,”’ and other outward blessings ; but you 
never hear him express any feeling sense of the blessed 
seasons of grace, the miracle of God's patience with him 
the infinite love of God in offering Christ by the G lto 
him. He passes over these as a child turns over a book 
till he meets with some picture, avd there he stays 
gaze. Christ and his grace he cares not for, except they 
would fill his bags nell babes. Shatil such a one pass fo; 
a thankfal man; will God accept his praises for earth!,; 
things, that rejects heaven ?—See Guraal. ; 





RASH JUDGING. 

A judgment ought not be formed to men’s disadvantage 
without knowing what they have to say in their own de- 
fence: “he that answereth” ordetermineth “a matier 
before he heareth it,” all that is necessary to give light 
unto it, “ it is folly and shame unto him.” 

Dr. Joun Evans 





FEAR. 

There is a godly fear necessary for our safety; and 
there is an unreasonable fear, which we should strive 
against, being a temptation of Satan to disturb and dis- 
trust fearful Christians, and to weaken their faith in God's 
goodness and promises. 





FRIENDSHIP. 
Perfect friends resemble two souls in one body; they 
can give or receive vothing; all is in common between 
them. Cares and good offices do not merit to be put to 
account: names which mark division and difference, sucli 
as benefits, obligations, cutreaties, thanks, gratitude, are 
odious to them. Lorp KaimeEs. 





ANECDOTE OF SUMMERFIELD. 


Immediately on his arrival at one of our principal cities, 
Mr. Summerfield was waited upon by a number of gen- 
ilemea of the Protestant Episcopal Church, expressing 
their desire that he would preach in one of their houses. 
With this request he stated his willingness to comply, pro- 
vided the consent of the Bishop could be procured. ‘The 
Bishop was consulted, but declined acquiescing, stating, 
that he greatly regarded Mr. Summerfield as a man, and 
esteemed bim as a minister, but that the Cunon of the 
Chuich prevented his consent, however much be might 
be pleased to hear the young man preath. Being intorm- 
ed of this, Mr. 5. pleasantly replied, “ Well, it matters 
vot, but | have always thought it was usual te spike the 
cunnon in lines of peace.” 





JEMIMA WILKINSON AND AN INDIAN. 


ase 


The high claims of Jemuna Wilkinson (that Christ des 
cended the secoud tine and dweit in her) are generally 
known. A few years past, a religious Indian paid her a 
visit with intention to find out wherein her great strengih 
lay. Atter discoursing with her some time in English, be 
changed his dialect, and spake in his own mother tongue : 
to which Jemima replied in her plain mawner of speak- 
ing, ‘ Thee must not speak to me in Indian language, for 
Ido not understand it.’ ‘ Ah,’ said the Indian, ‘ then I 
know you are not my Saviour; for my blessed Jesus un- 





goodness, Be. Hatt. 
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derstauds poor Indians.”’ 
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